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Whether you have been ordered to mediation by the courts, are counsel 

and advocate for mediation or you have consented to mediation to address the 
issues pending in a family matter, the decision to mediate is one that has many 
benefits. 
   
Because I work with families that are not represented by counsel, as well as 
attorneys who advocate for mediation, I am aware of the varying 
circumstances that each case embraces.  As your mediator, I understand the 
importance of finding the right balance between the disputant’s legal needs 
and the need to settle the case in a timely and efficient manner.  As an 
experienced, full time mediator with extensive knowledge in family financial 
matters, I can add value, especially to an attorney driven mediation. 
 
Over the years, I have met with many couples who are embroiled in the trauma 
of divorce.  I’ve seen the destructive effects of litigation and my goal is to help 
couples divorce amicably and equitably.  I am known for my “hands on” 
evaluative approach that has established my reputation as an effective 
mediator.  I am sensitive to the needs of the children of divorce, as well as the 
needs of the divorcing parents.  I am also extremely experienced with the 
difficulties of high conflict family matters, high dollar family disputes and 
simple disagreements.  I handle divorce, modifications and paternity cases, and 
as stated,  I work well with both unrepresented parties and parties with 
attorneys. 
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When is Mediation the Best Choice? 
 
Mediation is a better method of dispute resolution than ongoing litigation.  If 
you believe that you and the other party can work cooperatively to come to an 
agreement over your dispute, then mediation could save you a significant 
amount of time, stress and expense. 
  

The Clear Benefits of Mediation 
 
You Control the Outcome: In trial, the judge decides on your future while 
knowing of you for a short period.  In mediation, you and the other party work 
cooperatively to reach a settlement that you both find agreeable. 
 
Mediation is Less Expensive:  
There are no court costs associated  
with mediation, and depending on  
the complexity of your claim you  
may be able to conduct mediation  
without a lawyer, which eliminates  
that legal expense.  If represented by  
counsel, the length of time to  
mediate versus ongoing litigation  
is much shorter, hence incurring  
less legal costs. 
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Highlights of the Advantages: 
 
Saves Time: Litigation can often take many months or years, depending on 
the complexity of the case and the degree of conflict.  Mediation can be 
completed in one or several sessions. 
 
 
 
    Saves Money: The average cost  
    of a litigated divorce is about  
    $25,000.  Of course, they could  
    be much higher if the parties use 
    the courts to engage in an “all  
    out war”. 
 
 
Saves Relationships: The animosity that develops in litigation is particularly 
damaging in family law.  If children are involved, the parties may interact with 
each other for years, long after the divorce.  Rather than fostering hostility, 
mediation helps the parties develop the skills necessary to continue 
discussing, negotiating, and cooperating with each other for the long term. 
 
Better Compliance:  When couples have the opportunity to work out their 
own agreement, they’re more likely to abide by the agreement and avoid 
additional litigation and the costs to enforce it later. 
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Privacy: With litigation, all  
documents filed with the court  
are public record that can be  
viewed by anyone. Mediation,  
with its protection of  
confidentiality, is well suited to  
protect the privacy interests of  
the parties. 
 
Creativity:  Both parties can be creative in crafting solutions that are unique 
to their issues, whereas a judge, who must get through a big caseload, 
usually applies cookie cutter solutions without considering the couples 
uniqueness. 
 
 
    Self determination: No one 
    knows what is best for you 
    better than you, and in 
    mediation, all decisions are 
    yours.  There is no judge or 
    arbitrator to impose a decision 
    upon you. 
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Success comes from focusing on three key areas during the mediation 
process: 
 
1) Rapport:  The key skill of successful mediator is the ability to develop rapport 
– a relationship of understanding, empathy, and trust – with each of the 
disputing parties.  Rapport encourages parties to communicate fully with the 
mediator – often providing the information needed to find a mutually 
acceptable settlement.  Rapport is essential to building the trust needed to 
share their interests, priorities, fears, and weaknesses.  This information is often 
the key to settlement and is one of my strengths. 
 
2) Creativity:  Another key talent  
of a successful mediator is  
creativity – the ability to generate  
novel solutions. Understanding  
each party’s interests, helping them  
investigate various solutions,  
while acknowledging feelings,  
perceptions, and hurts that  
might otherwise block meaningful and fair resolution.  
 
3) Patience:  It is also important that your mediator be patient, giving you and 
your opponent as much time as you need to fully express your emotions and 
your ideas, while focusing intently on the primary task – dispute resolution.  I 
am tenacious and do not give up. I settle a majority of my cases and have 
certainly settled cases with parties who claimed they simply didn’t see a way to 
resolution. 
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While mediation is far more cost effective than traditional litigation, it’s not 
entirely inexpensive for all.  When you combine the cost of the mediator 
with the hourly cost of the attorney,  along with the value of the party’s time 
away from their own businesses, can add up to an expensive day for your 
client.  But all in all, it is still far less expensive than ongoing litigation.  This is 
why it’s important to choose a mediator that has a high likelihood of settling 
the case. 

  

Not all family mediators are created equal. 
 
In making that decision, consider the mediator’s: 
 experience, especially in family law matters 
 training and credentials 
 reputation for professionalism, impartiality and competency 
  
Deborah’s experience proves she: 
 Conducted more than 1,000 family law mediations involving parenting 

issues and financial settlements 
 Conducts mediations for the 17th Judicial Circuit Court Mediation 

Department 
 Mediated for the 11th Judicial Circuit Court Mediation Department 
 Knows what the South Florida courts expect in a mediation agreement 
 Is a Supreme Court Family Certified Mediator 
 Is trained in pro se divorce mediation when parties are not represented 
 Is experienced in financial matters and can identify creative solutions in 

settlement 
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Deborah’s flexibility: 
 
I provide face-to-face mediation, lawyer-assisted mediation, shuttle 
mediation where the parents are in two different rooms, and online 
mediation via Skype on a secure platform (especially useful for out of state 
parties).  
I conduct mediations in my Boca Raton office, or I will travel to you at a 
neutral location at no additional cost 
  
Deborah’s professionalism, understanding and courtesy: 
 
I am aware of what separated parents are enduring, I provide a mediation 
process that puts parents at ease.  I ensure that any power imbalances 
between parents do not affect the mediation process or influence its 
outcome 
  
Deborah’s writing  
 
I provide written agreements that are detailed and precise.  They are detail 
oriented and proficient in financial matters, so you’ll be comfortable that 
calculations for child support, equitable distribution and other financial 
issues are done accurately.  
 


